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of the Legislature can be in v io l a t i o n o f t hi s p rov i si o n
prohibiting an acceptance of financial gain as a resul t of
voting, deliberating or taking any other action on any other
matter that comes before the L egis l a t u r e . We l l , now w h a t
good is a bribery statute if it says, number one, y o u c an ' t
benefit from financial gain and t hen t u r n s a r o und and s a y s ,
under no circumstances can you be prosecuted for v ot i ng ,
deliberating or taking any other action on any matter that
"omes before the Legislature. It guts it. It completely
guts it. Now, that is why the Accountability and Disclosure
Commission has, by a vote, I understand it, asked us to
r ejec t t h i s p ar t i cu l a r amendment and I think w e s h ou l d
reject this amendment until we have a clearer idea as to the
full effect it has. N ow, back i n 19 7 5 an d 197 6 t he r e w e r e
f"ve attorneys in the state, a group of u s w o r k e d on the
proposal that we made to the Legislature at that time to
a dopt a S u n s h i n e L a w , we called it. And this happens to be
the section I worked on and th i s l an g u age , t h i s f i nanc i a l
gain language is standard language that is used in a lot of
statutes around the country, a lot of conflicts of interest
and bribery statutes around the country, to prescribe.

. .

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: . . . b r i b e r y a n d o t h er act i v i t i es t h at
b ring f i na n c i a l gai n . And wha t w e a r e d oi n g a g a i n , as I
indicated, we are tacking on a l i t t l e e xcep t i on t o t h i s
statute saying we can't be prosecuted for that, for the act
of voting or deliberating or taking any ot he r act i on on an y
matter that comes before the Legislature. So I wou l d u r g e
the body at this time to reject this, understanding that the
same provision is present in the conflicts of i nte r e s t
section whi ch deals with a broader que stion and
understanding that when we get into the narrower i ssue o f
accepting financial gain we have got to leave some teeth in
the statutes or we are asking for trouble. Thank yo u,
M r. Speaker .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Haberman, please.

SENATOR HABERMAN: No, l e t i t go .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Sena t o r Va r d Johnson, woul d you l i ke to
c lose, p l e a s e .

SENATOR V . J O HNSON: Well, I think this is kind o f an
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